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Civil Rights Policy – Williamsville Central School District is an equal 

opportunity employer in compliance with all applicable laws including New 

York State Human Rights Law, Title IX, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, the Equal Employment Opportunity Law, and section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act.  Williamsville Central School District does not 

discriminate against any person on the basis of age, race, color, creed, 

national origin, marital status, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 

military/veteran status, or disability. 

 

 

 

Williamsville Central Schools 
Mission Statement 

 
The mission of the Williamsville Central School District, a community 

characterized by diversity, high expectations and support for learning, is to 

empower all students 

 To develop their unique potential and character, 

 To assume responsibilities of citizenship and leadership, and 

 To thrive in a challenging and rapidly changing global community 

through the commitment of our quality staff, working in partnership with 

students, parents and community, and utilizing visionary programs in a 

nurturing environment of mutual respect and dignity. 
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Welcome to Kindergarten 

Your child’s first year in school is a very important one.  This will be an 

adventure for both your child and you.  His/her success will depend upon the 

attitude you and your child will develop toward school.  It is during his/her 

first year that your child forms attitudes toward school and the people 

around him/her which may influence much of your child’s future education.  

Cooperation on your part will help all of us make this a happy experience for 

your child as well as a creative and an educationally profitable one. 

 

Many of today’s kindergarten children come to kindergarten exposed to 

increasingly sophisticated ideas and experiences; nevertheless, all children 

have varied maturation levels and experiential backgrounds.  The full-day 

kindergarten provides the opportunity to maximize the potential of all 

children, regardless of their levels of maturity. 

 

This kindergarten program allows for an in-depth exploration of skills in the 

areas of social, emotional, physical, affective, and cognitive development.  It 

provides children with more opportunities for reinforcement of skills, 

enrichment of ideas, and for development of responsibility for themselves 

and for their actions. 

 

The primary goal of the full-day kindergarten is to fully develop each skill 

area at no expense to the other areas.  “… if kindergarten is to be a strong 

foundation for future academic success, then both formal and informal 

educational experiences must be offered to each child.” (Barbe, 1980) 

 

 
1.  Evansville-Vanderburg School Corporation.  Full Day Kindergarten Is …, Evansville, Indiana 
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Objectives For Kindergarten 
  
When your child becomes a part of the kindergarten class, we will plan daily 

activities which foster his/her growth; physically, emotionally, socially and 

academically.  We will present materials and experiences that are in accord with 

your child’s pattern of continuous maturing and learning capacities. 

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Physical readiness includes sight and visual discrimination, speech and gross/fine motor 

coordination. 

 Classroom teachers will provide opportunities to develop large motor skills 

(marching, skipping, hopping, jumping, playground) 

 All children are involved in Physical Education Classes. 

 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

The academic growth of your child is dependent upon his/her social and emotional 

adjustment to kindergarten. 

 Teachers will provide opportunities to develop independence, responsibility, 

security, confidence and sociability. 

 

ACADEMIC 

As your child seems ready to enjoy more formal learning activities, we will present tasks 

which include language arts, early literacy, math, social studies and science, health and 

technology. 

 Teachers will arrange specific activities to meet the individual needs of children 

and develop the following skills: 

1. Early Literacy/Language Arts 
To create a culture of literacy in our classrooms we will: 

 Include time in every school day for reading aloud to children and for 

children to read, write and draw independently. 

 Make the classroom a rich learning environment for children to inquire, 

question, talk and write. 

 Help children to acquire phonemic awareness and understanding of the 

conventions of written language. 

 Provide direct instruction in recognizing words and understanding text, 

including making predictions from pictures and text; using letter-sound, 

context, and grammatical clues; and drawing on prior knowledge. 

 Encourage children to select favorite books to enjoy alone or share with a 

friend. 
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 Provide opportunities for children to incorporate print in their pretend play 

and encourage reading/writing in dramatic play settings with props. 

 Join children in experiencing the joy of language (sounds, stories, poems, 

songs, and their own conversations). 

 Encourage older children to work with younger children as reading 

buddies. 

 Display and celebrate children’s writing and drawing. 

 Share collections of children’s writing and drawing with families when 

describing children’s progress toward literacy and suggest ways parents 

can support literacy at home. 

 Create opportunities for families to participate in literacy efforts. 
          Source:  NYS Education Dept. Early Literacy Guidelines 

 

2. Math 

Kindergarten emphasizes the following concepts: 

 Numeration and Counting 

 Operations 

 Geometry and Spatial Sense 

 Exploring Data and Chance 

 Measures and Measurement 

 Patterns, Functions, and Sequences 
 

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Mathematics are a new set of Standards 

created through a state-led initiative in an attempt to provide consistent Standards for all 

students, regardless of where they live.  They are informed by the highest, most effective 

models from states across the country and countries around the world and provide teachers 

and parents with a common understanding of what students are expected to learn, New York 

State is implementing the CCSS in September 2012. 

 

In Kindergarten, your child will focus on two critical areas:  (1) representing and comparing 

whole numbers, initially with sets of objects; and (2) describing shapes and space.  The 

majority of Kindergarten is devoted to developing the fundamentals of numbers, such as 

counting objects to tell how many there are.  By the end of the year, Kindergarten students 

will be able to add and subtract small numbers to solve word problems.  Addition and 

subtraction will then be a very strong focus in math in First Grade and Second Grade. 
 

A Sample of What Your child will be working on in Kindergarten 
 Counting objects to tell how many there are 

 Comparing two groups of objects to tell which group, if either, has more 

 Comparing two written numbers to tell which is greater 

 Acting out addition and subtraction word problems and drawing diagrams to 

represent them 

 Adding with a sum of 10 or less; subtracting from a number 10 or less; and solving 

addition and subtraction word problems 

 Adding and subtracting very small numbers quickly and accurately (e.g., 3 + 1) 

 Correctly naming shapes regardless of orientation or size (e.g., a square that has been 

turned is still a square) 
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Help your Child Learn at Home 
Learning does not end in the classroom.  Children need help and support at home to succeed 

in their studies.  Try to create a quiet place for your child to study, and carve out time every 

day when your child can concentrate on reading, writing, and math uninterrupted by friends, 

brothers or sisters, or other distractions.  You should sit down with your child while s/he 

works on her/his homework, but remember that it is not your homework.  This will keep you 

informed about what your child is working on, and it will help you be the first to know if your 

child needs help with specific topics.  By taking these small steps, you will be helping your 

child become successful both in and outside the classroom. 

 

Additionally, here are some activities you can do with your child to support learning at home: 

 

Look for “word problems” in real life.  Some Kindergarten examples might include: 

 Play “Write the next number.”  You write a number, and your child writes the next 

number. 

 Ask your child questions that require counting as many as 20 things.  For example, 

ask, “how many books do you have about wild animals?” 

 Ask your child questions that require comparing numbers.  “Who is wearing more 

bracelets, you or your sister?”  (Your child might use matching or counting to find 

the answer.) 

 For additional ideas, don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher. 

 

 

3. Social Studies 

 Geography - community, school, neighborhood awareness; locating land 

 on a globe and world map. 

 Economics -  awareness of one’s responsibilities as an individual and as a member 

  of a family; understanding of money, services and goods. 

 History - customs and holidays; family and environmental changes 

 Political -  developing home, school and community responsibilities; 

   national symbols 

 Sociology - self and family awareness. 
           Source:  Williamsville Social Studies Curriculum Guide 

 
4. Science 

 Life Science -   Characteristics of Plants, Characteristics of Animals and Humans 

 Physical Science –  Describing, comparing and contrasting objects 

 Earth Science -   Observing Weather, Changing Seasons, Space-Beyond our Earth 

 Health Science -   Keeping our Bodies Healthy 
    Source:  Williamsville Science Curriculum Guide 

 

5. Health 

 Comprehensive Health Education 

 Respect for Self:  Concern for one’s own health, safety and well-being:  

responsibility for developing positive health habits through personal behavior.  

Students are expected to carry out daily hygienic practices independently. 
    Source:  NYS Department of Education Aids Curriculum 
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6. Technology 

 Students will be introduced to the computer in both lab and classroom settings. 

 Computer Hardware - Students are introduced to and learn the parts of the 

   Computer and basic computer terminology. 

 Computer Software - Students work with a variety of introductory programs 

   That compliment the kindergarten curriculum. 

 Computer Ethics -  Students develop an understanding of the proper uses 

   of technology. 

     

7. Character Education Policy 

The Board of Education defines character education as the conscious effort of 

families, schools and community groups to teach, advocate and model ethical 

behavior. 

 

The Board of Education affirms that one of the most important functions of 

schools is to reflect and reinforce positive character traits and to teach the 

rights and responsibilities of citizenship.  High standards of conduct are 

closely related to high levels of academic achievement; moreover, such 

standards are a requirement for effective participation in a democratic society. 

 

Our schools strive to develop behavior which reflects widely held community 

values, including but not limited to:  honesty, respect, responsibility, 

compassion, self-discipline, perseverance and giving to others.  In accepting 

the responsibility to help all students develop their unique potential and 

character, the district is not usurping the role of families or other institutions 

in the community, but seeking to work in partnership with them. 

 

In order to maintain a learning and working environment which supports 

character development, it is expected that Board members, administrators, 

staff, students and volunteers in the schools will recognize their role as models 

for others, consistently exemplifying and enforcing high standards of respect 

and responsibility.  Teachers will incorporate character education as it arises 

naturally in the curriculum, in interactions with others, and in all school 

activities. 

  

     - Adopted by the Board of Education on June 9, 1997  
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What Does A Kindergarten Child Learn? 
 

 To get along with the teacher and the other children, to share, to be cheerful, 

cooperative, courteous and fair. 

 To listen to a story, to follow directions, to look at books, to recognize print, to 

find out that what he/she says can be written down and read. 

 To recognize all the letter names, numbers, colors and shapes. 

 To learn to print name and other letters and words in upper and lower case letters 

using the “writing space”. 

 To associate a particular sound with a letter. 

 To associate a particular quantity with a number name. 

 To learn other concepts such as:  directionality, opposites, rhyming, spatial 

relationships, self-awareness, etc. 

 To develop muscles, taking turns, learning the rules. 

 To eat with others, to relax, to practice good manners. 

 

Sometimes a kindergarten child learns a few of these things. 

Sometimes a kindergarten child leans most of these things. 

Sometimes a kindergarten child learns all of these things. 

All kindergarten children learn many other things! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The education of your child is a team effort between home and school.  To achieve 

the best possible education for your child, there must be mutual understanding, 

cooperation and communication.  Readiness for learning highlights your child’s 

physical, social and academic abilities.  When your child comes to us, we do not 

expect his/her development to be complete.  It is an ongoing process!  His/her 

kindergarten year will provide experiences that will introduce him/her to new 

learning and also strengthen areas already begun.  As a team, we strive to integrate 

all subject areas throughout the school day.  Our goal is to create a caring, 

nurturing environment where the children can find success and begin their journey 

as a life long learner. 
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How Parents Can Help 
 

Parents help a child succeed in school when they: 

Use clear, correct speech.  “Baby talk” and careless speech hamper reading, writing and spelling.  A child must 

hear the right sounds and associate them with the right letters. 

Read to him/her and listen to him/her read.  This will develop larger vocabularies, more information and clearer 

concepts. 

Write with him/her:  Provide writing and drawing opportunities using a variety of tools (crayons, pencils, 

markers). 

Stimulate his/her imagination.  Begin simple stories and let the child suggest what may happen next.  

Teach him/her to observe.  Learning to detect likenesses and differences is an important step in learning to read 

and to spell.  Encourage a child to note the likenesses and differences in such things as flowers, houses, animals. 

Answer his/her questions.  Adults should realize that the inquisitive child is trying to satisfy a vital need to know 

and learn about his world. 

Set an example.  Parents should set an example of the speech, behavior and values they want to see reflected in 

their child. 

Develop his/her self-confidence, independence.  Being responsible for a daily task develops self-confidence.   

Allow your child to do things for himself whenever responsible.  Show your pride 

 in your child’s accomplishments. 

Listen to him/her.  A child’s small talk tells a parent a great deal about his ideas, information, vocabulary and 

values. 

Give him/her rich experience.  What a child learns in school depends, in part, on the related experiences he/she 

brings to school.  Listening and observing walks, trips to zoos, parks, museums, libraries, fairs and farms are 

sources of good experiences. 

 Helpful Experiences:  It would be to your child’s advantage if you would help him/her: 

 Frequently read to your child. 

 Visit the library and take out books 

 Write his/her name 

 Be aware of numbers and their value. 

 Be aware of the letters of the alphabet. 

 Point out shapes, colors, etc. 

 Expose him/her to nursery rhymes and poetry. 

 Create and illustrate own stories. 

 Encourage good health and nutrition habits. 

 Give your child the opportunity to be physically active.] 

 Provide the opportunity for your child to interact with other children and adults (other than 

  family members). 

 Reinforce skills and concepts learned at school. 
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Diagnostic Assessment 
 

All children will take part in a diagnostic assessment of their entry level skills.  This will 

include hearing, vision, physical development (large and small motor), speech and 

language development, reading readiness and math. 

 

This enables the teacher to be aware of your child’s strengths and needs.  The information 

attained from this testing enables the classroom teacher to plan appropriate activities and 

experiences for your child. 

 

The assessment also helps determine which students may need extra help in pre-reading 

skills (i.e. letter identification, letter sounds, etc.)  The results will be shared with you at 

the fall conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

Conferences 
 

 

Each Fall, parents will be asked to attend an individual Parent-Teacher conference. 

Parents will receive a Summary Report and the results of the diagnostic assessment will 

be shared.  In the spring, a Summary Report will be available showing your child’s 

progress.  A final Summary Report will be available in June. 

 

Any concerns on the part of the parent or teacher can be discussed at any time during the 

school year.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Forest Elementary 

 
                                                      

 

 

Welcome 
 

Our kindergarten program strives to meet each child’s individual social, emotional and 

academic needs.  In order to accomplish this goal, children will be exposed to a variety of 

learning situations utilizing many materials and activities. 

 

Our Early Literacy Program places a strong emphasis on language development.  The 

most important part of beginning reading is the exposure to many different listening, 

speaking and writing experiences.  Children must be comfortable with the flow and 

rhythm of our language and have many experiences with it before they are ready for 

formalized reading. 

 

Our Math Program familiarizes children with basic concepts such as numeral recognition, 

counting, making comparisons and working with sets. 

 

Since kindergarten is an important foundation for formalized learning, we feel it is 

essential for children to have many successful experiences.  Social development, 

emotional maturity, and academic achievement are all interrelated and of equal 

importance. 
 

                                                      
 

Speak to me with 
your heart and your hands. 

 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Attendance 
 

If your child is absent, please call the school Health Office (626-9818) to report their 

absence.   A voicemail may be left the evening before if you know ahead of time.   Upon 

return, an excuse stating the reason and date of absence is required. 

 

                                                      
 

Birthdays 
Your child is welcome to celebrate his/her birthday with his/her classmates in school.  

Your child’s classroom teachers will provide specific details regarding celebration 

activities.  We will be honoring and celebrating each child’s birthday without food 

treats.  There are many alternatives which can be considered such as: 

 

 Providing a small party favor for each child (stickers, pencils, notepads, erasers, etc) 

 Donating a favorite book to the classroom library 

 Choosing a game for the class to play 

Please make arrangements with your child’s teacher at least 3 days prior to the event to 

assist in planning for the special day. 

 

Outside of School Party Invitations:    Please remember to sign up on the PTA Directory 

at Open House as we cannot give out home addresses.  Please refer to the PTA directory 

for the home address of the student to send the invitation. 

 

                                                      

 

 

 

Comings and Goings 
 

All children will be assigned a bus number.  You will be notified by mail before the start 

of school.  A bus card for your child to wear will be available at our Kindergarten Supply 

Drop off prior to the start of school.  Please have him/her wear it each day through 

September. 

 

Any child who walks to or from school must have a permission slip. If you plan to pick 

up your child at school for an early or regular dismissal, please have your child bring a 

note stating the time.  All children must be signed out and picked up in the Main Office 

before dismissal or in the auditorium at dismissal time. 

                                                      

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Assessment and Testing 
Children will take part in the Williamsville Kindergarten Assessment Program.  This will 

include hearing, vision, physical development (large and small motors) speech and 

language development, early literacy and math activities.  This enables the teacher to be 

aware of your child’s strengths and needs and to determine which students may need 

extra help in pre-reading skills (letters, letter sounds, etc.) 

 

The results will be shared with you at conference time.   

                                                      

Curriculum Extension 
 

The kindergarten curriculum may include participation in Music, Physical Education, Art 

and Library. 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

Field Trips 

Several times a year we will be going on field trips.  The outings are directly related to 

our kindergarten curriculum.  Information about each trip will be sent home prior to each 

event, including permission slip and cost.   

 
Planetarium Visits 

We’re fortunate to have the availability of our own Planetarium located in North High 

School.  We will be visiting the Planetarium throughout the year.  A permission slip will 

not be required since it is a trip within the district. 

                                                      

 

 

Let me have fun out of little things, 
no matter how foolish they 

may seem to you. 
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Parent Volunteers 
 

Our Kindergarten Program enables us to incorporate Parent Volunteers.  This may take 

place on field trips or in the classroom.  You may be asked to supervise a small group of 

children at learning stations or on a field trip.  You can also volunteer in the cafeteria 

during your child’s lunch time.  We understand that many of you have previous 

commitments and will not be able to help in this way.  However, for those who are 

interested, more information will follow. 
 

Snacks 
There are several students in our school with a severe allergy to peanuts and/or nuts.   

This allergy can be life threatening.  Strict avoidance is the only way to prevent a severe 

allergic reaction.  Peanuts and peanut/nut oil can be found in many foods, including 

baked goods and most chocolate candy. 

 

We must do all that we can to provide our students with a safe learning environment.  In 

an effort to allow students to participate fully in classroom activities, we ask that you DO 

NOT SEND IN ANY FOOD FOR YOUR CHILD’S SNACK THAT CONTAINS 

PEANUTS, NUTS OR PEANUT/NUT OIL. 

 

 

*Always read labels because manufacturers change procedures which may contaminate 

food.  Please check www.snacksafely.com for updated lists as well. 

 

                                                      

 

 
Let me question. 

Give me as honest an answer 
as you know. 
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